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CH R IST WA S R E JECT ED AT NA Z A R ET H 
MarK 6:1–6
MATTHEW 13:54–58; LUKE 4:16–30
Jesus left Nazareth to begin His public ministry when he “was about thirty 
years of age, being the son (as was supposed) of Joseph” (Luke 3:23). 
After a while, He returned to His hometown for a visit. He went into the 
synagogue, as was His custom, on the Sabbath day. He was requested to 
read the second lesson for the day, which He did, reading Isaiah 61:1–3. 
Then He returned the scroll to the synagogue-ruler and sat down. All 
eyes were riveted on Him. He startled all present by saying, “Today this 
Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:21).

The people had listened attentively to the gracious words which proceeded 
out of His mouth, but it was not long before they turned against Him. 
They decided He was not the fulfiller of Isaiah’s Messianic prophecy. He 
was nothing more than “Joseph’s son,” now grown (Luke 4:22). They 
grew furious when He informed them He had no intentions of performing 
miracles in their presence as He had done throughout Galilee. Why not? 
Because their minds were firmly set in unbelief. The saying was applicable: 
“A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and among his 
relatives and in his own household” (6:4).

He called the twelve, and ordered them to put into 
practice what they had learned from Him.
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Jesus cited examples from the Old Testament, 
according to Luke, showing that God is selective 
in bestowing His favors, as in the case of the 
widow of Zarephath and of Naaman, the leper. 
Jesus, too, purposed to be selective; for unbelief 
does not warrant consideration. This did not sit 
well with the people at all. They immediately 
rose up against Jesus, thrust Him out of the city, 
and led Him to the brow of the hill on which 
their town was built, so they could throw him off 
the cliff. Then He did something miraculous. He 
deprived them of the opportunity to overpower 
and kill Him. He walked majestically through the 
midst of them and went His way (Luke 4:23–30).

CO N FLICT I NG R E ACT IONS TO JESUS
On the one hand, the townspeople were 
amazed at the freshness and depth of Jesus’ 
teaching. On the other, they were offended at His 
“pretense” of supernatural powers. They knew 
who and what He was: “the carpenter,” nothing 
more. He made and mended household furniture, 
plows, and yokes for oxen. At first, He was an 
assistant to his “father,” learning the trade. 
Later, since Joseph had apparently retired or 
died, Jesus was “the carpenter” (a designation 
peculiar to Mark’s gospel). Luke uses the term 
“Joseph’s son” (Luke 4:22).

Moreover, the townsfolk were well acquainted 
with His four brothers, even by name, and aware 
of the existence of sisters (maybe children of 
Joseph by a previous marriage or cousins) — 
Franzmann contends: “That they were children 
of Joseph and Mary seems the most natural 
assumption.”

How could such a workaday person possess 
superhuman power? Well, Jesus refused to send 
forth flashes of His divinity in the face of such 
stubborn unbelief.

We have a proverb, “Familiarity breeds 
contempt.” Jesus reiterated the proverb current 
in His day: “A prophet is not without honor 
except in his hometown and among his relatives 
and in his own household.” However, He did lay 
His hands upon a few sick who were receptive, 
and healed them. In conclusion, it is stated, “He 
marveled because of their unbelief.” He is still 
amazed at people’s lack of faith.

P OSTSCR I P T
Two of the brothers of Jesus became well known: 

1. James who, at the beginning, was an 
unbeliever, but became converted when 
he saw Jesus alive, risen from the dead. 
He served as bishop of the church in 
Jerusalem (Gal. 1:19). He wrote the 
General Epistle of James, and also the 
Liturgy of St. James. The St. James’ 
Society was named after him.

2. “Judas or Jude wrote the last of the 
New Testament epistles” (Liberty Bible 
Commentary).

T H E T W ELV E A R E SEN T O U T 
TO MISSION I ZE 
MarK 6:7–13 
MATTHEW 10:5–15 
LUKE 9:1–6

Jesus left Nazareth, never again to return. 
He had been there twice, with an interim of 
nine or ten months (Edersheim). He now made 
a missionary tour round about the villages, 
“teaching” i.e., proclaiming the Gospel tidings.

If the good news was to be broadcast in a fuller 
fashion, He needed missionaries to augment His 
own work. So He called the twelve, and ordered 
them to put into practice what they had learned 
from Him.
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Jesus sent them out in pairs, “two by two,” for 
mutual encouragement and support. To furnish 
them with certification of their bona fide mission, 
He gave them, as Mark clearly states, “authority 
over the unclean spirits” (6:7). Matthew 
augments the list of transmitted authority and 
mentions the command they received from 
Jesus to limit their evangelizing efforts “to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt.10:6–8). 
The apostles were neither prepared nor fitted, at 
this juncture in their learning process, to work 
effectively among the Gentiles.

As for traveling gear, they were to make do with 
the absolute minimum: no scrip or shepherd’s 
bag slung over their shoulder (1 Sam. 17:40), 
no bread, no beggar’s bag, no walking-around-
money stashed away in their belt, not even an 
extra pair of sandals or a second tunic. They 
would have to trust providential care. 

Some of the people you contact, Jesus told 
them, will respond willingly and provide you 
with food and shelter, for they will have sensed 
you are there to do them good. When you 
are welcomed into such a pleasant place, be 
it village or home, speak your “Shalom” — 
peace be with you. If you are repulsed, i.e., 
not received or listened to, “shake off the dust 
that is on your feet as a testimony [a protest, a 
warning] against them” (6:11). 

The Twelve went forth on their first missionary 
journey, doubtless with fear and trembling, for 
it is no easy task to ask strangers to repent or 
change their beliefs, attitudes, and lifestyles. 
But they were in a position to prove the 
authenticity of their message, “for they cast 
out many demons, and anointed with [olive] 
oil many who were sick and healed them” 
(6:12–13).

Thus, the 21st century miracle of Christianity 
had its modest beginning. We pray: “Lord, revive 
your church, in this our day and age, beginning 
with me.”

H EROD I M AGI N ES J OH N 
COME B ACK TO LI FE 
MarK 6:14–16
The fame of Jesus and the news of His 
wondrous works spread far and near. People 
began to speculate where He got such 
power. Some figured the spirit or ghost of 
John had exited the grave, entered into the 
person of Jesus, and communicated to Him 
miraculous power (although John in his 
lifetime had never done one miracle). Others 
had a different explanation: Jesus was the 
embodiment of Elijah. Still others maintained 
He is a prophet in His own right, like one of 
those of the glorious past. However, Herod 
Antipas did not waver in his judgment. He 
stoutly declared about Jesus, “John, whom I 
beheaded, has been raised.” I had his head 
cut off, but he has come back to life! 

A FL A SH B ACK 
MarK 6:17–20
It was upon his wife’s insistence that Herod had 
John imprisoned. Herodias bore a deep grudge 
against the Baptizer because he repeatedly told 
Herod Antipas, “It is not lawful for you to have 
your brother’s [Philip] wife.” This stuck like a 
bone in her throat. What she actually wanted 
was to have John executed, but Herod perhaps 
said, “No! I revere John. He is a good and holy 
man. It so happens that I admire in him virtues 
I myself do not possess. In fact, I do many 
things he tells me, although not all, of course. I 
certainly enjoy hearing him talk.” 

M A R K  6 : 1 – 2 9

ErWin Kurth 43

7



T H E DAUGH T ER OF H ERODI A S 
GETS H ER CH A NCE 
MarK 6:21–25
Salome, the daughter of Herodias according 
to Josephus, danced at Herod’s birthday party 
engaging in gyrations with plenty of sex appeal. 
She went over big. The king and his guests at 
the stag party were enthralled. Herod, probably 
under the influence of alcohol, called to the girl, 
“Bravo! How can I ever compensate you? Ask 
any thing you want, it’s yours, even to the half 
of my kingdom…” This promise, not unlikely, 
induced a round of applause on the part of the 
king’s high officials and military commanders 
and leading men of Galilee.

The girl went out quickly to consult her mother. 
“What should I ask?” she inquired. “The head of 
John the Baptist” came the resolute reply. And 
she came in immediately with haste to the king, 
saying, “I want you to give me at once the head 
of John the Baptist on a platter.” 

H E ROD IS T R A PPED ! 
MarK 6:26–28
As we say today, Herod was caught between a 
rock and a hard place, i.e., between two evils. If 
he said “No,” he’d be disavowed by his guests 
for going back on his promise and cut to pieces 
by the razor-sharp tongue of Herodias. If he said 
“yes,” he’d find it hard to live with himself for 
killing a staunch friend. He could never forgive 
himself for his lack of courage. On the other 
hand, the whole matter could be put to rest 
through a solitary act of violence. “The ax on 
him but not on me!” What if the innocent one 
is made to suffer? So be it. The telling question 
is: “How can my precious self be preserved?” 
That’s what counts, Herod concluded.

So Herod issued an order that sprang from 
egocentricity and not from spiritual or ethical 
principles. The executioner obeyed promptly. 
He went and beheaded John in the prison and 
brought his head on a platter (what a ghastly 
sight) and gave it to Salome. The daughter gave 
it to her mother. Tradition has it that Herodias 
took a hatpin and thrust it through the tongue 
that had said, “What you and Herod are doing is 
not right.”

“When his [John’s] disciples heard of it, they 
came and took his body and laid it in a tomb” 
(6:29).

We wish that Mark had given an inspired answer 
to the question: “Why, O Lord? Why the violent 
death of Christ’s forerunner?” No answer is 
forthcoming. We must continue to trust God, 
though at times we are inclined to say, Lord, “I 
believe; help my unbelief” (9:24).

John was the last and greatest prophet. Jesus 
said, “Truly, I say to you, among those born of 
women there has arisen no one greater than 
John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he” (Matt. 
11:11; Luke 7:28).

Herod Antipas went to Rome to obtain the title 
of King and was accused of hostility to Rome. 
Caligula banished him and Herodias to Spain, 
where he died in misery (New Analytical Bible, 
p.1480).
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PER SONA L A PPLIC AT ION 
MarK 6:30–56

O blessed Lord Jesus Christ, by Your power You grant us forgiveness of sins and adoption into 
Your holy family. Make us receptive through Your Holy Spirit to acknowledge and hold 
fast to You, that we may enjoy life eternal, beginning in the here and now and extending 
hereafter into heaven’s endless day. This we humbly ask in Jesus’ precious name. Amen.

Mark 6:30–44
1. The disciples were worn out after their missionary journey. They needed rest. With what words did Jesus 

encourage them to seek rest?

2. Share with your group how you manage time for meditation and prayer.

3. Though Jesus and His men tried to get away privately, how did the people foil their attempt?

4. People came by the thousands to the desert place where Jesus landed. When He saw the “great crowd,” 
how was He affected emotionally and why?

5. In what manner did he spend the greater part of the day? (6:34; Luke 9:11)

6. What advice did the disciples give Jesus because the day was wearing away? What was Jesus’ reply?

7. When the disciples admitted there was no way they could possibly feed thousands of people with five 
loaves and two fish, what command did Jesus give the crowd?

8. Jesus looked up to heaven, and said “a blessing.” Then He broke the loaves, divided the fish, and had the 
disciples distribute portions “among them all.” What was the end result?
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Mark 6:45–56
9. The crowd was dismissed. The disciples were told to go at once by boat “to the other side.” How did Jesus 

occupy Himself while He remained alone on the land?

10. Describe in detail the event told in verses 47–50. With what words did Jesus quiet the disciples’ fears?

11. State what happened when Jesus joined them in the ship and give the disciples’ reaction.

12. What reason is given for the disciples’ dullness of understanding?

13. Review Mark 4:36–41. State another reason why the disciples should not have been amazed at Jesus’ power.

14. Give the glorious truth the disciples finally arrived at and professed most heartily. (Matt. 14:33)

15. How did Jesus expend His time after arriving in Gennesaret and the whole region round about?

16. Describe the scene narrated in verse 56.

17. Who else, of the people we have studied, touched the border or hem of Jesus’ garment and was healed?

18. From your own experience, recount a healing, a fear removed, or a temptation conquered by going to Jesus 
for help.
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